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clalmsof >, Western press gave to reports of rising
ql;;dnmage to --~infant mortality - in- the Soviet Union.

}m * limited: deauu Wi
supposedto. be "2 Scholars are now looking at the data and

‘the”Soviet econ ‘WM )
¥ ‘enormous.” WhatIllmltpd'ﬁn{pmtion the/#~concluding ‘that the :increase never oc-
o' «Soviets did mleuqywuwdto demonstrate - - curred. The Soviet statistics had essentially
e : that:Soviet lead iS<Gorbachev’s * been falsified under the regime of Nikita S.
. tgropenneu was .. Khrushchev and a change in reporting
I * +" . procedures had produced the appearance of
" .a rise. Soviet infant. mortality today is
. slightly. higher than in the United States,

: but it has not been increasing drastically.

> What has gone wrong?

Tl First, McCart.hylsm remains strong fn
the:United States on’the Soviet question.
Soviet-bashing’ is safe. Favorable stories
.on-the Soviet :Union will draw complaints
“and. even chargea of pro-Sovieusm It is

es." And t.he wu the
ding the amount of .-
hat: Gorbachev really does
) ,ormat.lon poucyh -
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- Jook arihe) Seoond. the U.S govemment has enor-
Se _mous influence on the American interpre-
' tation of the Soviet Union. Scholars receive
: ding - from the government, they are
drawn ‘into’ consultation with the Central

_ the attentive‘reader“will notice how often

" “diplomatic ooumen“we cited for lnt.erpre-

‘‘tation. The jobf offthe diplomat is to
_represent the interests of the Administra-
tion. .The. dlplomat knows that a story
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.rapidly again in the:last
‘meat ia qult.e avallable

cont.rols aren't wrested from us in some primal atruggle

" between the generations, but are shifted. At best, each
rlght is traded fairly for a growing proof of responsibility.

< But I know it doesn’t happen easily or gleefully. Growmg‘

up is no easier th:laeeond time around. Mother and child

both trip over the anibivalence that litters the passageway.

that our children are really ready to go or that we are
roi. .really ready to let go. If little is said about children at the
s cusp of adulthood, even less is said about the 17th, 20th,
- ‘MomersDaylnawomnnlllfe. L
I cannot fully chart the terrain of this mothering time.
My sentiments will not fit on a card. But I do know that at
5 ithe other end of the stage-I am going through, most
52 mothers hope that they will ‘have enabled rather than
\preventedt.msgrowlngup We want to be like the mothers

4 would mdr;'_'How 0. Conxrql- >
~tough love-vernacular ‘of *j.he
1 keep the lid on.‘hold tight the*
hem;thmugh Mtbputenlng? _

] 'can touch, the love they can count on, the place where they
feel good about themselves. What is Jeft at the end of this
;stage is, after all, a relationship. Even a friendship.

“Z‘Wg cannot get there without letting go. But somet.lmes,

-power over
m. At belt. when’lv work.s t.he Mcn Goodman u amulica:ed columnist in Boston.

" :from several years ago, i8 the attention the .

¢ lunchtime! cafeterias ~ the Sovlet~Ul;lon came. from Moscow and.

Even at the cusp of adulthood it is never entirely clear .
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presentlng the Soviet Union in a favorable
light will not get him favorable ratings at
home. Correspondents who report the
embassy interpretation are essentially re-
porting the Adminlstrauon line as objective
analysis.

Ult.xmately. the only solution to the
problem is a Soviet information policy that
gives correspondents other sources tc
report and that points them to important
statistics and developments. But we tuc
need to be more careful.

For diplomats based in Moscow, it is
useful to smear the Soviet Union abroad.
They propagandize the correspondents
partly so that the stories will come back
into the Soviet. Union on Western radio.
However, we are also propagandizing the
American people. The Soviet defense
buildup that did not occur from 1975 to 1983
resulted in a doubling of the American debt,
because of a belief in a “relentless” 5%
Soviet increase in arms spending.

Eventually, an Administration can even
come to believe its own propaganda. Want-
ing to protect the United States if Gorba-
chev does not come to a summit here this
year, diplomats put out a line that he will
lose face if he does not ‘seek a second
sesgion with President Reagan. The Ad-
ministration, believing that it does “have
the Soviet Union on the run,” then begins
to think it can push  Gorbachev around
without suffering any ill consequences.

It is all nonsense. If Gorbachev does not
come to a summit, it is because he already
has said that there is no use for talks uniess
the Soviet-American atmosphere is im-
proved and progress -has been made on
arms control. The signs that the Soviets are
shifting from an American-centered to a
European-centered foreign policy are mul-
tiplying each month. If the United States
does not want to deal with Gorbachev, he
will ‘find ‘Western European leaders who

Just as it was during the Calvin Coolidge
and Dwight D. Eisenhower Administra-
tions, America under Ronald Reagan isina
period of illusions about its role in the
world and : wishful thinking about its
prosperity. . Unless the -Administration
changes ' its+ confrontational policy and

- starts making -fundamental progress on

such important Soviet-American issues as
troop reductions in Europe, the bubble may
soon burst. But what is the hope of avoiding
that when our own information policy

 toward the Sovici Union 18 so closed and

biased?
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